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Bios

Erik Smith is a Distinguished Engineer (DE) working for Dell’s Integrated Products and 

Solutions CTIO team. Erik is currently focused on next generation Storage Networks and 
the creation of centralized storage services for NVMe-oF™. Previously, Erik led 

Engineering and Advanced development for Dell’s Connectrix Business unit, and was 

responsible for working with Dell’s partners to address architectural problems and 

collaborate on new features. 

Curtis Ballard is a Distinguished Technologist with Hewlett Packard Enterprise in the HPE 

Storage organization. He works on emerging storage technologies and industry 

engagement. Curtis is on the NVM Express Board of Directors, the SNIA Technical 

Council, and is the vice-chair of the INCITS/T10 SCSI Storage Interfaces Technical 

Committee. Curtis has worked on storage products across the industry including host 

drivers, interface ASICS, standalone drives, and complex storage systems. 
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